CHAPTER    XXXVII
THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
1912
TO the unrest and bitterness of these months was added the
agitation of the militant suffiragettes now also reaching its
climax. While the Ulstermen were arming and drilling, the militant
women were breaking windows, setting fire to houses and even
churches, slashing pictures, destroying objects in the public museums,
making pandemonium in public meetings. A woman sacrificed her
life by dashing forward and seizing the reins of a horse during the
race for the Derby at Epsom in June, 1913. Others were constantly
engaged in struggles with the police, who exercised great forbearance
under much provocation. Foreigners looking on asked in amazement
what had happened to the British people. Where was their ancient
sobriety, orderliness and good humour ?
The women, or those of them who attached importance to
winning the suffrage, had undoubtedly a serious grievance. In all
spheres but the political their movements had made greater strides
than in almost any country in the world. They had great educational
institutions of their own, they had won equality of status with men
in the University of Oxford and come near it at Cambridge ; they
had obtained an equal footing with men in most of the learned pro-
fessions, they not only voted but were eligible to election on local
authorities. They had seen a large number of the laws which treated
women and their property as the chattels of men removed from the
Statute-book. But on the political ground their movement seemed to
be blocked beyond hope. Time after time Bills for their enfranchise-
ment had been carried on their second reading in the House of Com-
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